84.   SELECTIONS FitOM FRQUDE'S SHORT STUDIES.
a clu b-i'oom immortality if he had ventured a run in the depth
of summer from Oowes to the Channel Islands.
" We were in all (says Mr. Hayes) 260 men, among whom
we had of every faculty good choice. Besides, for solace of
our own people, and allurement of the savages, we were pro- 5
vided of music in good variety, not omitting the least toys, as
morris dancers, hobby horses, and May-like conceits to delight
the savage people."
The expedition reached Newfoundland without accident.
St. John's -was taken possession of, and a colony left there; 10
and Sir Humfrey then set out exploring along the American
coast to the south, he himself doing all the work in his little
10-ton cutter, the service being too dangerous for the larger
vessels to venture on.    One   of these had remained at St.
John's.    He  was now   accompanied  only by  the  Delight 15
and the Golden Hinde, and these two keeping as near the
shore as they dared, he spent what remained of the summer
examining  every  creek and  bay,   marking the  soundings,
taking the bearings of the possible harbours, and risking his
life, as every hour he was obliged to risk it in such a service, 20
in thus leading, as it were, the forlorn hope in the conquest of
the New World.    How dangerous it was we shall presently
see.    It was towards the end of August.
" The evening was fair and pleasant, yet not without token
of storm to ensue, and most part of this Wednesday night, 25
like the swan that singeth before her death, they in the
Delight continued in sounding of drums and trumpets and
fifes, also winding the cornets and hautboys, and in the end of
their jollity left with the battell-and ringing of doleful knells."
Two days after came the storm; the Delight struck30
upon a bank, and went down in sight of the other vessels,
which were unable to render her any help. Sir Humfrey's
papers, among other things, were all lost in her; at the time
considered by him an irreparable misfortune. But it was
little matter, he was never to need them. The Golden 35